Introduction
The Arbitral Award of 12 July 2016 in the South China Sea Arbitration2 is progressive not only in the sense that it contributed to clarify the definition of an island in international law, but also in the sense that it confirmed that Part xii (Protection and Preservation of the Marine Environment) of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea3 (unclos) can evolve through interpretation and the duty to cooperate. The Award touches upon fundamental questions regarding to what extent Part xii of unclos can interact with other environmental treaty regimes and whether such interaction through interpretation can be seen as an evolution of Part xii of unclos to adapt to new challenges without creating an implementation agreement or amending to unclos. The Award is also illuminating because the Tribunal confirmed that the duty to communicate the results of an environmental impact assessment (eia) is absolute, regardless of different capacities of States. The Tribunal further alluded to a link between the duty to communicate results of an eia and the duty to cooperate, which is recognized as a fundamental principle in the protection of the marine environment in international jurisprudence.
This article first provides an overview of the Arbitral Award regarding the protection and preservation of the marine environment. It then analyses the 
